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Our ship, Shofukumaru No.1, is currently applying for the Marine Stewardship Council
(MSC) certification for our longline fishery of Atlantic bluefin tuna. The MSC certificate is a
certificate awarded to sustainable fishing practices. We wish to express our opinion on the
objection against this application that WWF has posted on its website.

[Our Statement]

We, Usufuku Honten of Kesennuma, Japan, strive to differentiate ourselves
from fisheries with unsustainable management, and promote improvements
to the necessary areas at management institutions. We wish to call out to
other fishermen and regional fisheries management organizations to create
together stricter catch and distribution controls. We also want to spread
awareness that our ship Shofukumaru No.1 observes the world's strictest
catch management. These are the reasons we are challenging ourselves to
attain the MSC certification.

WWEPF, in their objection posted here, denies the decisions of International
Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT), and even
denies the MSC system itself. WWF is taking advantage of the opportunity
to review our fishing vessel to discuss and criticize the MSC and ICCAT,
which should be done elsewhere. Instead, they are making us pay for their
previous liability to affect change on this system.

Scientific discussions’ details go beyond the understanding of fishermen,
therefore we can not help but to respect the resolutions of the scientific
committee and ICCAT. We believe that the MSC Fisheries Standard is
ultimately being asked here whether they will place value on the
international consensus, based on the best-available science paying
attention to realistic human activity of fishing, or whether they will place
more value on the opinion of one of its stakeholders, whose purpose is the
conservation of tuna species.

We are presently 100% in compliance with the catch management mandated
by the ICCAT, addressing everything that a single fishing vessel can do in
meeting the MSC standards. We are willingly taking part in the test
implementation of the RFID tagging system that our government is
promoting, in an effort to establish a strict traceability system from catch to
consumption.

Thanks to the actions of nature conservation organizations such as WWE,
ICCAT has taken on the issue of recovery of endangered Atlantic bluefin
tuna, and we fishermen have changed our minds and attitudes to embrace
the strict management measures for fish stocks determined by ICCAT. We
willingly made improved efforts to achieve good results. As a consequence, it
is an undeniable fact that the resources have recovered.
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However, to totally disapprove the conservation efforts fishermen like
ourselves are making, and to shift the responsibility of all existing issues on
our single longline fishing vessel that operates under strict control—this is
genuinely very disappointing and unfair.

In order to pass on the tuna resources and our traditional fishery to the next
generation in a better way, Usufuku Honten, together with our employees
and crews working offshore, will continue to pursue conservation efforts to
the best of our abilities while always remaining willing to challenge
ourselves to make new efforts.

Sotaro Usui
Chief Executive Officer
Usufuku Honten Co., Ltd.
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